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accusations brought against him by Hastings and Mohnn
Persaud, though the minute which I have just referred to
was almost immediately followed by those proceedings in
relation to the prosecutions against Nuncomar which I
have already examined in detail, and which in themselves
constituted a deadly quarrel between the Court and the
majority of the Council.

Other subjects of dispute, however., arose in rapid
succession. The first of these was the case of Commaul
0 Dien, to which I have referred in passing already.
His case brought up for the first time questions of great
importance between the Court and the Council.

The particulars of it are to be found in 1 two papers
published in the General Appendix to the Report of
Touchet's Committee. The Governor-General and Council,
state the matter thus: Commaul 0 Dien having been
committed in execution by the Council of Revenue of
Calcutta for an arrear of revenue due from him as farmer
of the revenue for Hidgelee, obtained a writ of habeas corpus
from the Supreme Court. The return was excepted to
as defective in form, because it did not " express a power
" in the Council of Revenue to commit without bail or
"mainprize, although words to the same effect were
"inserted." Thereupon the Court ordered the President
of the Council to admit Commaul to bail, and said he
was not to be taken in custody again till his under-renter
had been called upon to pay the arrears and had proved
insolvent. This the Governor-General and Council re-
garded as a usurpation on their rights as diwan. They
considered that the Regulating Act, which gave them

1 No. 3, end. 14, Governor-General in Council to Directors, Sep-
tember 16th, 1775 ; encl. 25, Impey to Court of Directors, September
19th, 1775.